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Introduction

For more than three centuries, Yamasee families have maintained continuous
presence in Florida—through Spanish colonial rule, British occupation, American
territorial expansion, and generations of administrative reclassification. This guide
provides the research methodology, archive locations, and document templates
necessary to trace your family’s documented heritage.

This is not speculative genealogy. The Yamasee people left extensive documentary
evidence across Florida’s archives: Spanish land grants, federal land patents, census
records, voter registration rolls, property deeds, and court documents. Your family’s
story exists in the public record. This guide shows you how to find it.

Who This Guide Is For

This research guide serves families who suspect or know they have Yamasee ancestry
and wish to document their lineage through archival evidence. Whether you are
beginning your genealogical journey or have already gathered some family
documentation, this guide provides the framework for systematic, evidence-based
research.



What You Will Learn

By following this guide, you will understand how to locate and interpret historical
records across multiple Florida repositories, identify your family’s geographic origins
and migration patterns, connect individual ancestors to broader Yamasee community
networks, and compile documentation sufficient for Ministry enrollment
consideration.

Understanding Yamasee Documentation

The Historical Context

Yamasee families in Florida navigated four distinct political periods, each producing
different types of records. Understanding these periods helps you know where to look
and what to expect.

Spanish Colonial Period (1565-1821): During Spanish rule, Yamasee families who
remained in Florida after the 1715 war adapted to Spanish colonial administration.
Records from this period include Spanish land grants, Catholic church records
(baptisms, marriages, burials), Spanish census enumerations, and mission
documentation. Many families maintained land through Spanish legal processes,
creating paper trails that survived the transfer to American control.

Territorial Period (1821-1845): When Florida became a US territory, the Board of
Land Commissioners was established to validate Spanish land claims. This process
generated extensive documentation as families proved their ownership through
surveys, deeds, witness testimony, and translated Spanish documents. The territorial
censuses of 1825 and 1835 provide snapshots of family composition and location
during this transition.

Early Statehood (1845-1900): Florida’s admission as a state in 1845 brought new
record-keeping systems. State censuses in 1845 and 1855, election returns, property
transactions, and court records document family presence during this period. The Civil
War and Reconstruction created additional records: Confederate pension applications,
Freedmen’s Bureau documentation, voter registration rolls (1867-68), and labor
contracts.



Modern Era (1900-Present): Federal census records (decennial from 1900-1950),
World War | service cards, death certificates, Social Security records, and city
directories provide increasingly detailed family information. Church records,
photographs, and oral histories complement official documentation.

The Reclassification Challenge

One of the most significant obstacles to Yamasee genealogical research is the
inconsistent racial classification across historical records. Census takers, clerks, and
government officials used varying terminology—sometimes within the same family
across different censuses. Your ancestors may appear as “Indian,” “Mulatto,” “Colored,”
“Negro,” “Black,” or even “White” depending on the enumerator’s perception, local
social dynamics, and changing legal definitions.

This administrative reclassification was not accidental. It served to obscure Indigenous
continuity and facilitate land dispossession. For genealogical purposes, this means
you must cast a wide research net. Do not limit searches to a single racial category.
Instead, track families through multiple record types (land ownership, church
membership, neighborhood clusters) that establish continuity regardless of how clerks
chose to classify them.

Geographic Concentration Areas

Yamasee families concentrated in specific Florida regions, often near waterways and
former Spanish settlements. Understanding these geographic patterns helps focus
your research.

Northwest Florida (Escambia, Santa Rosa, Walton Counties): The Pensacola region
maintained strong connections to Spanish colonial administration. The Board of Land
Commissioners office in Pensacola processed numerous land claims. Families in this
area often appear in Spanish land grant records and early territorial documentation.

Northeast Florida (Duval, Nassau, St. Johns Counties): The Jacksonville and St.
Augustine areas served as major population centers under both Spanish and American
rule. The Board of Land Commissioners office in St. Augustine processed East Florida
land claims. Extensive church records exist for St. Augustine’s Catholic parishes.

North Central Florida (Alachua, Marion, Levy Counties): Interior counties saw
significant settlement during the territorial and early statehood periods. Marion



County’s 1855 census returns (the only original known to exist) provide valuable
documentation. This region also contains records related to Seminole conflicts and
subsequent land redistribution.

Central Florida (Orange, Seminole, Osceola Counties): The Orlando region
developed later but contains records of families who migrated from northern counties.
Post-Civil War settlement records and late 19th-century property transactions
document family presence.

South Florida (Palm Beach, Broward, Miami-Dade Counties): Southern counties
developed primarily after the Civil War. Families who moved south appear in late 19th
and early 20th-century records, often with documented connections to northern
Florida origins.

Research Methodology

Step 1: Document Living Memory

Begin your research with what you already know. Family knowledge passed through
generations provides the foundation for archival research.

Interview Family Elders: Speak with the oldest living members of your family. Record
these conversations (with permission) to preserve exact wording and details. Ask
about full names (including maiden names and nicknames), birth dates and locations,
marriage information, places of residence throughout their lives, occupations and land
ownership, siblings and extended family members, stories about grandparents and
great-grandparents, and any family traditions or cultural practices passed down
through generations.

Gather Existing Documents: Collect any family papers currently in relatives’
possession. Birth certificates, marriage licenses, death certificates, property deeds,
military discharge papers, Social Security cards, family Bibles with recorded
births/deaths/marriages, old photographs (especially with names and dates written on
the back), letters and correspondence, obituaries and funeral programs, and church
membership records all provide critical starting points.

Create a Preliminary Family Tree: Using the information gathered from interviews
and documents, construct a basic family tree working backward from yourself. Note



what you know with certainty and what remains uncertain. This visual representation
helps identify gaps in your knowledge and guides your archival research priorities.

Step 2: Work Backward Through Time

Genealogical research proceeds most effectively when you work from the known to
the unknown—from present-day documentation backward through time.

Modern Era (1940-Present): Start with the most recent generations where
documentation is most accessible. Federal census records through 1950 are publicly
available and provide household composition, ages, birthplaces, and occupations.
Vital records (birth, marriage, death certificates) are available through county clerks
and the Florida Department of Health. Social Security Death Index records help
confirm death dates and last known residences. City directories list residents by
address and occupation, useful for tracking family movements.

Early 20th Century (1900-1940): Federal census records for 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930,
and 1940 provide detailed family information. World War | service cards (available
through the State Archives) document military service for Floridians who served from
1917-1919. Death certificates become more standardized and informative during this
period. Church records and cemetery records help fill gaps between censuses.

Reconstruction and Late 19th Century (1865-1900): This period presents unique
opportunities for African-American and Indigenous family research. The 1867-68 voter
registration rolls represent the first systematic inclusion of Black Floridians in official
state documents, often providing the earliest instance of full names on government
records. Freedmen’s contracts (particularly well-preserved for Jefferson County)
document post-emancipation labor arrangements. Marriage records from this period
include first legal marriages for formerly enslaved individuals. Federal census records
for 1870, 1880, and 1900 show family reconstitution after the Civil War.

Antebellum Period (1821-1865): Territorial and early statehood records provide
crucial documentation of family presence before the Civil War. Spanish land grant
records (processed by the Board of Land Commissioners from 1822 forward) prove
land ownership during the transition from Spanish to American control. Territorial
censuses (1825, 1835) and state censuses (1845, 1855) enumerate residents with
varying levels of detail. Property deeds and tax records establish economic status and
geographic stability. Court records (especially Supreme Court cases) sometimes
contain detailed family information related to property disputes or legal proceedings.



Spanish Colonial Period (1565-1821): For families with documented presence during
Spanish rule, church records from Catholic parishes (particularly in St. Augustine and
Pensacola) provide baptism, marriage, and burial information. Spanish census records
enumerate residents under colonial administration. Mission records document
Indigenous communities under Spanish oversight. Land grant petitions and
supporting documents contain family histories presented as evidence of land claims.

Step 3: Focus on Geographic Clusters

Families rarely lived in isolation. Identifying the specific counties and communities
where your ancestors concentrated allows for targeted, efficient research.

Identify Primary Locations: Using information from family interviews and early
documents, determine which Florida counties your family inhabited. Pay particular
attention to locations mentioned across multiple generations, as these likely represent
stable settlement areas. Note that families often moved between adjacent counties
while maintaining connections to a broader regional community.

Research County-Level Records: Once you have identified primary locations,
systematically research records held by those county clerks of court. Property deeds
(recorded in official records books) establish land ownership and family relationships
through sales, inheritances, and gifts. Marriage licenses provide spouse names, ages,
parents’ names, and witnesses (often family members). Court records include probate
files (wills, estate inventories, guardianship appointments), civil cases (property
disputes, debt collection), and criminal cases (which sometimes reveal family
connections through witness testimony). Tax records demonstrate continuous
residence and economic status.

Track Migration Patterns: Families frequently moved between counties in response
to economic opportunities, land availability, or family connections. Document these
movements by noting birthplaces of children across census years. A family with
children born in different counties indicates migration patterns. Follow families from
county to county, researching records in each location. Often, families moved along
kinship networks—if one branch moved to a new county, others followed. Identifying
these patterns helps locate extended family members.

Map Community Networks: Your ancestors lived within broader communities of
neighbors, church members, and business associates. Identifying these networks
provides context and sometimes reveals family relationships not explicitly stated in



records. Note recurring surnames in the same geographic areas across multiple record
types. Research families who appear as witnesses on your ancestors’ documents
(marriage licenses, deeds, wills). Investigate church membership records to identify
religious community connections. Examine school records where available to identify
children who attended school together, suggesting family friendships.

Step 4: Cross-Reference Multiple Sources

No single record type tells a complete story. Robust genealogical research requires
cross-referencing multiple sources to verify information and reveal relationships.

Match Names Across Record Types: The same individual should appear in multiple
records if you are tracking them correctly. A man who appears in the 1870 census
should also appear in property records, tax rolls, and potentially voter registration or
court documents from the same period. Women present additional challenges due to
name changes at marriage, but they appear in marriage records, census enumerations
(with maiden names sometimes noted), property records (particularly as widows), and
probate records (as heirs or executors).

Verify Relationships Through Multiple Documents: Family relationships stated in
one document should be confirmed through others when possible. Census records list
household members with relationships to the head of household. Probate records
name heirs and their relationships to the deceased. Marriage records sometimes name
parents of bride and groom. Property deeds may specify relationships when land
passes between family members (“from father to son,” “to my daughter,” etc.). Birth

and death certificates name parents and sometimes other family members.

Document Discrepancies: Historical records contain errors, inconsistencies, and
ambiguities. Do not ignore discrepancies—document them and attempt to resolve
them through additional sources. Ages may vary by several years across censuses
(some people did not know their exact birth year; census takers sometimes
estimated). Names may be spelled differently (census takers recorded phonetically;
literacy levels varied; some individuals used different versions of their names in
different contexts). Birthplaces may be recorded inconsistently (as counties changed
boundaries, people’s understanding of where they were born shifted; some recorded
state only, others specified county or town). Racial classifications may change across
records (as discussed earlier, this reflects administrative reclassification rather than
family identity changes).



Build a Source Citation System: As you gather information, maintain rigorous
documentation of where each piece of information came from. For each fact in your
family tree, note the source document (census year and page, deed book and page
number, death certificate number, etc.), the repository where you found it (State
Archives, county clerk, online database), and the date you accessed it. This practice
allows you to return to sources later, verify information, and provide documentation
when applying for Ministry enrollment.

Step 5: Connect to Broader Yamasee Documentation

Individual family research gains strength when connected to documented Yamasee
community presence in Florida.

Compare Family Names to Spanish Land Grant Records: The Spanish land grant
collection at the State Archives contains petitions, surveys, and supporting documents
from families claiming land during the transition from Spanish to American control.
Review these records for surnames matching your family tree. Even if you cannot
immediately prove a direct connection, identifying families with the same surname in
the same geographic area during the same time period provides important context.

Research Documented Yamasee Settlements: Historical records identify specific
areas of Yamasee presence in Florida. Research whether your family lived in or near
these documented settlement areas. Geographic proximity to known Yamasee
communities strengthens the case for family connections, particularly when combined
with other evidence (surname matches, cultural practices, oral traditions).

Investigate Community Networks: Yamasee families maintained connections
through kinship, marriage, religious affiliation, and economic cooperation. If you can
document that your family associated closely with other documented Yamasee
families—through marriage records, property transactions, church membership, or
neighborhood proximity—this strengthens your lineage claim. Research the associates
and neighbors of your ancestors to identify potential connections to documented
Yamasee lineages.

Consult Ministry Research Resources: The Ministry of Yamasee Affairs maintains
research files on documented family lineages. Once you have compiled preliminary
documentation of your family history, contact the Ministry to inquire whether your
family names appear in existing research. Ministry staff may be able to provide
guidance on specific records to pursue or connections to documented lineages.



Primary Research Locations

State Archives of Florida

The State Archives of Florida, located in Tallahassee, houses the most comprehensive
collection of historical records for genealogical research. While some materials are
available online through Florida Memory, significantly more material is accessible only
through in-person research visits.

Location and Access:

State Library and Archives of Florida

500 S. Bronough Street

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Website: https://www.floridamemory.com/
Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Admission: Free (photo ID required)

Key Collections for Yamasee Research:

Spanish Land Grants (1821-1822): This collection contains the records of the Board
of Land Commissioners, established to validate Spanish land claims after Florida’s
transfer to the United States. The Board maintained offices in both Pensacola (for West
Florida claims) and St. Augustine (for East Florida claims). Each “dossier” contains the
papers filed as evidence before the Board: petitions or memorials to Spanish
governors requesting land, surveys or plats showing property boundaries, attests and
affidavits supporting claims, deeds of sale, gifts, wills, and bequests, applications for
land grants, and translations of original Spanish documents. These records are critical
for establishing family land ownership during the Spanish colonial period and proving
continuous presence through the territorial transition.

Voter Registration Rolls (1867-1868): These rolls list individuals who registered to
vote in Florida during Reconstruction, representing the first systematic inclusion of
African-Americans in Florida’s electoral process. The timing (between the 1860 and
1870 federal censuses) makes these records particularly valuable for tracking families
who moved or experienced deaths during this period. For many Black Floridians, this
represents the earliest instance of their full name appearing on an official state


https://www.floridamemory.com/

document. The rolls are organized by county and include name, age, and sometimes
occupation or residence.

Confederate Pension Application Files: These files contain applications from
Confederate veterans and their widows seeking state pensions. Veteran applications
typically include name, date and place of birth, military unit and service dates, places
of enlistment and discharge, description of service and wounds received, sworn
statements from comrades verifying service, War Department service abstracts, and
proof of Florida residency. Widow applications include all of the above plus the
widow’s full name, date and place of marriage to the veteran, and date and place of
the veteran’s death. These files are valuable for establishing family connections and
Florida residence in the post-Civil War period.

World War | Service Cards: This series consists of card rosters for Floridians who
served in the US Army during World War | (1917-1919). Each card provides name, serial
number, residence, place and date of birth, military organizations served in, rank,
engagements participated in, wounds or injuries received, dates serving overseas,
discharge date, percentage disabled, and additional remarks. These cards help
establish early 20th-century family presence and provide biographical details often
absent from other records.

Supreme Court Records: Florida Supreme Court case files contain surprisingly rich
genealogical information, particularly for families involved in property disputes,
probate contests, or business litigation. Case files may include depositions with
detailed family histories, property descriptions and ownership chains, witness
testimony revealing family relationships and community connections, and
correspondence between parties. While not every family will appear in Supreme Court
records, those that do will find extensive documentation.

Census Records: The State Archives holds original returns for several Florida
censuses: 1825 Leon County Census (996 inhabitants including 608 whites, 387 slaves,
and 1 free person “of Colour”), 1855 Marion County Census Returns (the only original
returns known to exist for this state census), and various county-level census
fragments. These complement federal census records and sometimes provide
information not captured in federal enumerations.

Freedmen’s Contracts: The Jefferson County Freedmen’s Contracts collection
contains handwritten agreements between landowners and laborers (primarily
African-Americans) who agreed to farm land in exchange for a share of the crop and



necessary provisions. Each contract typically identifies the landowner or overseer,
individuals agreeing to work the land, the kind of work to be performed, form and
amount of compensation, and additional stipulations. These contracts document
economic relationships and family compositions during the immediate post-
emancipation period.

Death and Burial Records: The Fernandina Death and Burial Records (1896-1916)
contain death certificates and burial records for individuals buried in Fernandina,
primarily at Bosque Bello Cemetery. Records indicate name, age, sex, race, occupation,
marital status, and descent. These records are particularly valuable for documenting
young children and individuals who relocated frequently, who might otherwise be
difficult to trace.

WPA Church Records: During the 1930s and 1940s, the Works Progress
Administration’s Historical Records Survey documented churches and synagogues
across Florida. Survey workers interviewed clergy and congregation members,
recording church histories and holdings. The resulting forms include church name,
address, pastor’s name, architectural details, race and size of congregation, location of
church records, and additional relevant information. These surveys help identify
which churches your ancestors may have attended and whether those churches
maintain historical records.

Florida Photographic Collection: This extensive collection contains thousands of
historical photographs from across Florida. While finding specific ancestors requires
knowing their involvement in documented events or organizations, the collection
provides valuable contextual information about clothing, architecture, occupations,
and daily life during various time periods. Family group photographs sometimes
appear in collections donated by Florida families.

Florida Folklife Collection: This collection contains photographs, sound recordings,
and research materials collected by state folklorists from the 1970s to the present.
Researchers can find resources on family members who participated in the Florida
Folk Festival or field surveys conducted by state folklorists. The collection also
provides contextual information on occupations and activities practiced by ancestors
(commercial fishing, agriculture, traditional crafts, etc.).



National Archives

The National Archives holds federal records essential for genealogical research. Florida
researchers primarily use the National Archives at Atlanta, which serves the Southeast
region.

Location and Access:

National Archives at Atlanta

5780 Jonesboro Road

Morrow, GA 30260

Website: https://www.archives.gov/atlanta

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Admission: Free (photo ID required; advance registration recommended)

Key Collections:

Federal Census Records (1790-1950): The National Archives holds original federal
census returns. Florida appears in federal censuses beginning in 1830 (as a territory)
and continuing through 1950 (the most recent census available to researchers). Census
records provide household composition, ages, birthplaces, occupations, literacy,
property ownership, and (in later years) more detailed information. The 1890 census
was largely destroyed by fire, creating a significant gap in documentation.

Military Service Records: Compiled military service records document service in
various conflicts: War of 1812, Indian Wars (including Seminole Wars), Mexican-
American War, Civil War (both Union and Confederate), Spanish-American War, and
World War I. These records include enlistment papers, muster rolls, medical records,
and discharge documents. Pension files (separate from service records) contain
applications and supporting documentation, often including family information.

Bureau of Land Management Records: Federal land patents document the transfer of
public land from the federal government to private individuals. These records are
searchable online through the Bureau of Land Management’s General Land Office
Records website (https://glorecords.blm.gov/). Land patents provide the name of the
person receiving the land, legal description of the property, date of patent, and

signature of the president. These records are critical for establishing land ownership
and continuous presence.

Bureau of Indian Affairs Records: The National Archives holds extensive Bureau of
Indian Affairs records, though documentation specific to Florida Yamasee families may


https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
https://glorecords.blm.gov/

be limited due to the lack of federal recognition. However, records related to Seminole
removal, Indian Territory, and various censuses of Indigenous populations may
contain relevant information. The National Archives also provides guidance on tracing
Indian ancestry through their online resources.

Naturalization Records: For families with immigrant ancestors (or ancestors who
moved from territories to states), naturalization records document the process of
becoming US citizens. These records include declarations of intention, petitions for
naturalization, and certificates of naturalization, often providing birth dates,
birthplaces, arrival information, and family members’ names.

County Clerk of Court Offices

Each Florida county maintains its own records through the Clerk of the Circuit Court.
These county-level records are essential for documenting family presence, property
ownership, and legal interactions.

General Information: County clerks maintain official records including property
deeds and mortgages, marriage licenses and divorce decrees, probate records (wills,
estate administrations), court records (civil and criminal cases), and vital records (birth
and death certificates, though access restrictions apply to recent records). Many
counties have digitized recent records (typically from the 1980s or 1990s forward)
available through online portals. Older records generally require in-person research or
written requests.

Major Counties for Yamasee Research:

Escambia County (Pensacola):
Clerk of Court: 190 Governmental Center, Pensacola, FL 32502
Website: https://www.escambiaclerk.com/

Key Records: Spanish land grant records (Board of Land Commissioners office was
located in Pensacola), early property deeds, marriage records from territorial period
forward

Duval County (Jacksonville):

Clerk of Court: 330 E Bay Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202

Website: https://www.duvalclerk.com/

Key Records: Official records from 1988 forward available online, extensive 19th-

century property records, marriage and probate records


https://www.escambiaclerk.com/
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St. Johns County (St. Augustine):
Clerk of Court: 4010 Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine, FL 32084
Website: https://www.stjohnsclerk.com/

Key Records: Spanish colonial records (St. Augustine is Florida’s oldest continuously
occupied European settlement), Board of Land Commissioners records for East
Florida, extensive church records from Catholic parishes

Leon County (Tallahassee):

Clerk of Court: 301 S Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Website: https://www.leonclerk.com/

Key Records: Territorial and early statehood records (Tallahassee became territorial

capital in 1824), 1825 census, legislative records, property records

Marion County (Ocala):

Clerk of Court: 110 NW 1st Avenue, Ocala, FL 34475

Website: https://www.marioncountyclerk.org/

Key Records: 1855 census returns (only original known to exist), 19th-century property

and probate records

Jefferson County (Monticello):

Clerk of Court: 1 Courthouse Circle, Monticello, FL 32344

Website: https://www.jeffersonclerk.com/

Key Records: Freedmen’s contracts, plantation records, extensive 19th-century

documentation

Nassau County (Fernandina Beach):

Clerk of Court: 76347 Veterans Way, Yulee, FL 32097

Website: https://www.nassauclerk.com/

Key Records: Death and burial records (1896-1916), property records, maritime and

shipping records (Fernandina was a major port)

Palm Beach County (West Palm Beach):

Clerk of Court: 301 N Olive Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Website: https://www.mypalmbeachclerk.com/

Key Records: Late 19th and early 20th-century settlement records, property records,

genealogy research services offered by clerk’s office

Research Tips for County Records:


https://www.stjohnsclerk.com/
https://www.leonclerk.com/
https://www.marioncountyclerk.org/
https://www.jeffersonclerk.com/
https://www.nassauclerk.com/
https://www.mypalmbeachclerk.com/

Call ahead or check websites to confirm hours and research room policies. Some
counties require appointments for archival research. Bring multiple forms of
identification and be prepared to explain your research purpose. Many clerks’ offices
charge for copies; bring cash or check as not all accept credit cards. Take photographs
of records when permitted (many counties allow this for genealogical research).
Request assistance from clerk’s staff—they often have extensive knowledge of their
collections and can guide you to relevant record books. Note record book numbers
and page numbers for all documents you review, even if you don’t immediately see
their relevance. You may need to return to them later.

Online Databases and Resources

Several online databases provide access to Florida genealogical records, though in-
person research remains essential for comprehensive documentation.

Free Resources:

FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/): Operated by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, FamilySearch provides free access to digitized records
including Florida census records, marriage records, probate records, and more. The

site also offers family tree building tools and research guidance.

Florida Memory (https://www.floridamemory.com/): The State Archives’ digital
portal provides free access to selected collections including photographs, maps,

documents, and audio recordings. While only a fraction of the Archives’ holdings are
digitized, this is an excellent starting point for research.

Bureau of Land Management - General Land Office Records
(https://glorecords.blm.gov/): Search and download federal land patents for free.
This resource is essential for documenting land ownership.

Find A Grave (https://www.findagrave.com/): User-contributed database of
cemetery records with photographs of headstones. Coverage varies by cemetery, but

many Florida cemeteries are well-documented.

USGenWeb Archives (http://www.usgwarchives.net/fl/): Volunteer-maintained

collection of transcribed records, family histories, and research resources organized by
state and county.

Subscription Resources (Available Free at State Library):


https://www.familysearch.org/):
https://www.floridamemory.com/):
https://glorecords.blm.gov/):
https://www.findagrave.com/):
http://www.usgwarchives.net/fl/):

Ancestry Library Edition: Comprehensive genealogical database with census records,

vital records, military records, immigration records, and more. Free access available at
the State Library of Florida and many public libraries.

Fold3: Specializes in military records including service records, pension files, and
military publications. Free access at State Library.

HeritageQuest Online: Genealogical database with census records, books, maps, and
other resources. Free access at State Library and many public libraries.

Document Templates

Research Log

Maintaining a detailed research log prevents duplicate work and ensures you can

relocate sources later.

. Record Record
Date Repository .
Type Details
Series
Spanish I
State 24, Box
01/15/2026 . Land
Archives 12,
Grant
Folder 8
Escambia
Deed Book A,
01/16/2026 County Book Page 45
00 age
Clerk &
State 1825 Leon
01/16/2026 ]
Archives Census  County

Source Citation Template

For each document, record complete citation information:

Ancestor
Name

Juan
Rodriguez

Juan
Rodriguez

Juan
Rodriguez

Information
Found

Land grant
petition 1820,
100 acres near
Pensacola

Property sale
1825 to Miguel
Santos

Not found in
Leon County

Follow-Up
Needed

Check for
survey plat;
research
neighbors

Research
Santos
family
connection

Check
Escambia
County
census
records



Census Records:

Page Number: __
Line Number: ____
Repository:

Date Accessed:

Record Type (Deed/Mortgage/etc.): _
Book Number:

Page Number: ____
Date of Record:

Grantor (Seller): __
Grantee (Buyer): ____
Property Description: _____

Repository: __
Date Accessed:

Vital Records:
Record Type (Birth/Marriage/Death):
Name(s):

Date of Event:

Repository: ___
Date Accessed:

CourtType: ____
Case Number:

Case Name:

Date Filed:



Repository:
Date Accessed:

Family Group Sheet
Create one family group sheet for each nuclear family in your tree.

Husband:
Full Name:
Birth Date: Birth Place:

Occupation: ___
Father’s Name:
Mother’s Name:

Wife:

Full Name (including maidenname): ____
BirthDate: ____ BirthPlace: ____
DeathDate: ___ DeathPlace: __
Burial Place: ___

Occupation: ____

Father’s Name: _

Mother’s Name:

Marriage:

1.Name:_____
Birth: __ Place:___
Death: Place _
Spouse: ____

2.Name: ____
Birth: __ Place: _____
Death: Place



Birth: Place: __
Death: Place o
Spouse: ____

(Continue for all children)

Sources: (List all sources used to compile this family group sheet)

Timeline Worksheet

Creating a timeline for each ancestor helps identify gaps in documentation and
suggests where to research next.

Ancestor Name:

Year Age Event Location Source

Pensacola, Escambia

1820 0 Birth Family Bible
County, FL
Appears in census with . o
1825 5 ‘ Escambia County, FL 1825 Territorial Census
parents

Pensacola, Escambia Marriage License,

1840 20  Marriage to Maria Santos .
County, FL Escambia County

Pensacola, Escambia 1850 Census (child’s

1841 21 Birth of first child
County, FL age)

Appears in census with

1850 30 , ,
wife and children

Escambia County, FL 1850 Federal Census

1855 35  Property purchase Escambia County, FL Deed Book B, Page 123

Correspondence Log

Track all correspondence with repositories, archives, and other researchers.



Date

.. Summary of Follow-U
Date Sent  Recipient Purpose Response y P
. Response Needed
Received
Request . Review deeds;
Jefferson ) Sent copies of 3
copies of request
01/10/2026 County . 01/20/2026 deeds from
Rodriguez probate
Clerk ) 1870-1885
family deeds records
Provided series
Inquiry about and box Schedule
State ) )
01/15/2026 i Spanishland  01/18/2026 numbers; research trip
Archives )
grant records suggested in- to Tallahassee

person visit

Common Research Challenges and Solutions

Challenge: Name Variations and Spelling Inconsistencies

Historical records contain numerous variations of the same name due to phonetic
spelling by census takers, varying literacy levels, clerical errors, and intentional name
changes.

Solution: Create a list of all known variations of your ancestors’ names and search for
each variation. For example, “Rodriguez” might appear as “Rodriquez,” “Rodrigues,”
“Rodriques,” or even “Rodricks.” Search broadly and then narrow results based on
other identifying information (age, location, family members). Use wildcard searches
in online databases (e.g., “Rodr*”) to capture multiple variations. Note that some
individuals used different versions of their names in different contexts—formal
documents might use full names while informal records use nicknames.

Challenge: Missing or Destroyed Records

Courthouse fires, natural disasters, and poor record-keeping practices resulted in
significant gaps in Florida’s historical records.

Solution: When primary records are missing, turn to alternative sources. If property
deeds are destroyed, check tax records (which were sometimes kept separately),



probate records (which often describe property), and newspaper notices of property
sales. If vital records are missing, check church records, cemetery records, Bible
records, and family correspondence. Research entire communities rather than
individual families—if your ancestor’s records are missing, their neighbors’ records
might still exist and provide contextual information. Contact local historical societies
and genealogical societies, which sometimes maintain transcriptions of records made
before destruction.

Challenge: Reclassification and Inconsistent Racial Categories

As discussed earlier, racial classifications changed across records, making it difficult to
track families consistently.

Solution: Do not rely solely on racial categories to identify ancestors. Instead, track
families through multiple identifying factors: geographic location (families tended to
stay in the same area), property ownership (land records are less susceptible to
classification issues), family associations (research entire kinship networks), and
naming patterns (distinctive given names or surnames help identification). When you
find a family in one record, search for them in all available records for that location and
time period, regardless of racial classification. Document all variations in classification
as evidence of administrative reclassification rather than family identity changes.

Challenge: Gaps Between Census Years

Federal censuses occur every ten years, leaving significant gaps in documentation.
Families moved, children were born, and individuals died between enumerations.

Solution: Fill gaps with annual or more frequent records. City directories (published
annually in many Florida cities) list residents by name and address. Tax records
(typically annual) document property ownership and residence. Voter registration lists
show eligible voters. School records indicate children’s ages and parents’ names.
Church records document baptisms, marriages, and burials between censuses.
Newspaper research reveals births, marriages, deaths, property transactions, and legal
proceedings. By combining these sources, you can track families year by year rather
than decade by decade.



Challenge: Women’s Records

Women’s names change at marriage, making them more difficult to track across
records. Additionally, many historical records were male-focused, with women
appearing primarily in relation to male family members.

Solution: Pay special attention to records that specifically document women.
Marriage records provide bride’s maiden name and often her parents’ names. Probate
records name widows, daughters, and other female heirs. Property records sometimes
name wives (particularly in dower rights cases or when women inherited property).
Divorce records provide extensive information about both spouses. Church records
often document women more thoroughly than civil records. Newspapers contain
women’s obituaries, social notices, and mentions in family events. When researching a
woman, also research her husband, father, and brothers—records about male family
members often contain information about female relatives.

Challenge: Connecting to Documented Yamasee Lineages

Individual family research must eventually connect to broader documented Yamasee
presence to support enrollment applications.

Solution: As you research your family, simultaneously research documented Yamasee
families in the same geographic areas and time periods. Look for intermarriage
between your family and documented Yamasee families. Research community
associations—if your family lived in close proximity to documented Yamasee families,
attended the same churches, witnessed each other’s documents, or engaged in
business together, these associations strengthen connection claims. Consult with
Ministry researchers who maintain files on documented lineages. They can advise
whether your family names appear in existing research and suggest specific
connections to pursue. Document cultural continuity—family traditions, place names,
oral histories, and cultural practices that align with Yamasee heritage.

Next Steps: Applying for Ministry Enrollment

Once you have compiled substantial documentation of your family history, you may
wish to apply for enrollment with the Ministry of Yamasee Affairs. Enrollment requires
documented proof of Yamasee descent through verifiable genealogical records.



Enrollment Requirements

The Ministry maintains rigorous standards for enrollment to ensure the integrity of
documented Yamasee lineage. Applicants must provide:

Direct Lineage Documentation: Proof of descent from documented Yamasee
ancestors through birth, marriage, and death records connecting each generation from
yourself back to the documented Yamasee ancestor.

Geographic Presence: Evidence that your family maintained continuous presence in
Florida or documented migration patterns consistent with known Yamasee
movements.

Community Connections: Documentation of family associations with other
documented Yamasee families through marriage, property transactions, church
membership, or neighborhood proximity.

Supporting Documentation: Additional records strengthening the lineage claim, such
as land patents, Spanish land grants, church records, photographs, or family
correspondence.

Preparing Your Application

Before submitting an enrollment application, organize your research materials
systematically:

Create a Complete Family Tree: Prepare a multi-generational family tree showing
your direct line of descent from documented Yamasee ancestors. Include all siblings
and extended family members where known, as these relationships may be relevant to
verification.

Compile Source Documents: Gather copies of all primary source documents
supporting your lineage claim. Organize these chronologically and by family line.
Ensure each document is clearly labeled with source information.

Write a Narrative Summary: Prepare a written narrative explaining your family
history, migration patterns, and connection to documented Yamasee presence. This
narrative should reference specific documents and explain how they support your
lineage claim.



Identify Gaps and Uncertainties: Acknowledge any gaps in documentation or areas
of uncertainty. Explain what efforts you made to locate missing records and what
alternative sources you consulted.

Contact the Ministry

For detailed information about enrollment requirements and application procedures,
contact the Ministry of Yamasee Affairs:

Ministry of Yamasee Affairs

401 W Atlantic Avenue, Suite 09

Delray Beach, FL 33444

Website: https://ministryofyamaseeaffairs.org/
Email: Contact form available on website

Ministry staff can provide guidance on whether your preliminary research meets
enrollment standards and what additional documentation may be needed.

Additional Resources

Florida Genealogical Societies

Local genealogical societies provide research assistance, workshops, and access to
specialized collections:

e Florida State Genealogical Society (https://www.flsgs.org/)

e Florida Genealogical Society of Tampa (https://www.fgst.org/)

e Central Florida Genealogical Society (https://www.cfgs.org/)

e Genealogical Society of Okaloosa County (https://www.rootsweb.com/~flgsoc/)

e Palm Beach County Genealogical Society (https://www.pbcgs.org/)

Florida Historical Societies

Historical societies maintain local history collections and can provide contextual
information:


https://ministryofyamaseeaffairs.org/
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https://www.fgst.org/
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https://www.rootsweb.com/~flgsoc/
https://www.pbcgs.org/

Florida Historical Society (https://myfloridahistory.org/)

Historical Association of Southern Florida (https://www.historymiami.org/)

Pensacola Historical Society (https://www.pensacolahistory.org/)

St. Augustine Historical Society (https://www.staugustinehistoricalsociety.org/)

Recommended Reading
e Canter Brown Jr., “Florida’s Peace River Frontier” (University Press of Florida,
1991)

e Jane Landers, “Black Society in Spanish Florida” (University of Illlinois Press,
1999)

e Jerrell H. Shofner, “Nor Is It Over Yet: Florida in the Era of Reconstruction, 1863-
1877” (University Press of Florida, 1974)

e William S. Coker and Thomas D. Watson, “Indian Traders of the Southeastern
Spanish Borderlands” (University of West Florida Press, 1986)

Professional Genealogists

If you encounter research obstacles or lack time for extensive archival work, consider
hiring a professional genealogist specializing in Florida research. The Association of
Professional Genealogists (https://www.apgen.org/) and the Board for Certification of

Genealogists (https://www.bcgcertification.org/) maintain directories of qualified

professionals.

Conclusion

Tracing Yamasee genealogy in Florida requires patience, persistence, and systematic
research methodology. Your family’s story exists in the historical record—in Spanish
land grants, federal land patents, census enumerations, property deeds, church
records, and countless other documents preserved across Florida’s archives.

This guide provides the framework for uncovering that documentation. By working
backward through time, focusing on geographic clusters, cross-referencing multiple
sources, and connecting individual family research to broader Yamasee community


https://myfloridahistory.org/
https://www.historymiami.org/
https://www.pensacolahistory.org/
https://www.staugustinehistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.apgen.org/
https://www.bcgcertification.org/

presence, you can build a documented lineage that proves what your family has
always known: the Yamasee people never left Florida.

The Ministry of Yamasee Affairs stands ready to assist families in this research journey.
Whether you are just beginning to explore your heritage or have already compiled
substantial documentation, the Ministry’s mission is to restore Yamasee families to the
public record and to each other.

Your family survived three centuries of erasure. Now it is time to document that
survival.

For more information:

Ministry of Yamasee Affairs
https://ministryofyamaseeaffairs.org/
401 W Atlantic Avenue, Suite 09
Delray Beach, FL 33444

This guide is provided as an educational resource. The Ministry of Yamasee Affairs does
not guarantee enrollment based on research conducted using this guide. Al
enrollment applications are evaluated individually based on submittea
documentation.
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